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Declaration of Independence - 1776 
 

IN CONGRESS, JULY 4, 1776 
 

The Unanimous Declaration of the Thirteen United States of America 
 

(Paragraph 1.) When in the Course of human events it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve 

the political bands which have connected them with another and to assume among the powers of the 

earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a 

decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel 

them to the separation. 
 

(Paragraph 2.) We hold these truths to be self‐evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 

endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 

pursuit of Happiness. — That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving 

their just powers from the consent of the governed, — That whenever any Form of Government 

becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute 

new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to 

them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. 
 

(Paragraph 3.) Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed 

for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn that mankind are more 

disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which 

they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same 

Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to 

throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security. — Such has been the 

patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their 

former Systems of Government. 
 

(Paragraph 4.) The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and 

usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To 

prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world. 
 

Line 4.1 He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good. 
 

Line 4.2 He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance… 
 

Line 4.3 He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his 

invasions on the rights of the people… 
 

Line 4.4 He has sent hither swarms of Officers to harass our people and eat out their substance… 
 

Line 4.5 He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our 

legislatures… 
 

Line 4.6 For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us… 
 

Line 4.7 For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world… 
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Line 4.8 For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent… 
 

Line 4.9 For depriving us in many cases, of the benefit of Trial by Jury… 
 

Line 4.10 He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our 

people… 
 

Line 4.11 He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the 

inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages… 
 

Line 4.12 In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: 

Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury… 
 

(Paragraph 5.) We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, 

Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the 

Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these 

united Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States, that they are Absolved from 

all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great 

Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full 

Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and 

Things which Independent States may of right do. — And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm 

reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our 

Fortunes, and our sacred Honor. 
 

 
 
 

New Hampshire: Josiah Bartlett, William Whipple, Matthew Thornton 

Massachusetts: John Hancock, Samuel Adams, John Adams, Robert Treat Paine, Elbridge Gerry 

Rhode Island: Stephen Hopkins, William Ellery 

Connecticut: Roger Sherman, Samuel Huntington, William Williams, Oliver Wolcott 

New York: William Floyd, Philip Livingston, Francis Lewis, Lewis Morris 

New Jersey: Richard Stockton, John Witherspoon, Francis Hopkinson, John Hart, Abraham Clark 

Pennsylvania: Robert Morris, Benjamin Rush, Benjamin Franklin, John Morton, George Clymer, James 

Smith, George Taylor, James Wilson, George Ross 

Delaware: Caesar Rodney, George Read, Thomas McKean 

Maryland: Samuel Chase, William Paca, Thomas Stone, Charles Carroll of Carrollton 

Virginia: George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Harrison, Thomas Nelson, Jr., 

Francis Lightfoot Lee, Carter Braxton 

North Carolina: William Hooper, Joseph Hewes, John Penn 

South Carolina: Edward Rutledge, Thomas Heyward, Jr., Thomas Lynch, Jr., Arthur Middleton 

Georgia: Button Gwinnett, Lyman Hall, George Walton 
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Declaration of the Rights of Man - 1789 
 

The representatives of the French people, organized as a National Assembly, believing that the ignorance, 

neglect, or contempt of the rights of man are the sole cause of public calamities and of the corruption of 

governments, have determined to set forth in a solemn declaration the natural, unalienable, and sacred rights of 

man, in order that this declaration, being constantly before all the members of the Social body, shall remind them 

continually of their rights and duties; in order that the acts of the legislative power, as well as those of the 

executive power…based hereafter upon simple and incontestable principles, shall tend to the maintenance of the 

constitution…Therefore the National Assembly recognizes and proclaims, in the presence and under the 

auspices of the Supreme Being, the following rights of man and of the citizen: 
 

 

Articles: 
 

1. Men are born and remain free and equal in rights. Social distinctions may be founded only upon the 

general good. 

 
2. The aim of all political association is the preservation of the natural rights of man. These rights are liberty, 

property, security, and resistance to oppression. 

 
3. The principle of all sovereignty resides essentially in the nation. 

 

 
4. Liberty consists in the freedom to do everything which injures no one else. 

 

 
5. Law can only prohibit such actions as are hurtful to society. 

 

 
6. Law is the expression of the general will. Every citizen has a right to participate personally, or through his 

representative... All citizens, being equal in the eyes of the law, are equally eligible to all public positions and 

occupations. 

 
7. No person shall be accused, arrested, or imprisoned except in the cases and according to the forms 

prescribed by law. 

 
8. No one shall suffer punishment except it be legally inflicted in virtue of a law. 

 

 
9. As all persons are held innocent until they shall have been declared guilty. 

 

 
10. No one shall be disquieted on account of his opinions, including his religious views. 

 

 
11. The free communication of ideas and opinions is one of the most precious of the rights of man. Every 

citizen may, accordingly, speak, write, and print with freedom, but shall be responsible for such abuses of this 

freedom as shall be defined by law. 

 
13. A common contribution is essential for the maintenance of the public forces and for the cost of 

administration. This should be equitably distributed among all the citizens in proportion to their means. 


