
“Where I’m From” Modeled Poem Assignment 

Directions: Write your own “Where I’m From” poem using the original poem by George Ella Lyon as your model. You may 

use the poem template to help you organize your ideas or you may write your poem without the template. Either way, 

your final draft must be ypted or written neatly on lined paper. 

Grading Rubric 

4 3 2 1 

Exceeds Expectations Meets Expectations Progressing Not There Yet 

The poem uses MANY vivid 
and specific nouns, verbs, 
and adjectives that evoke 
images and tell a story. The 
poem has a voice that is 
unique and sounds like the 
writer. Text structure has 
been modeled 
appropriately (stanzas, 
lines, capitalization, etc). 
 

The poem uses SOME vivid 
and specific nouns, verbs, 
and adjectives that evoke 
images and tell a story. The 
poem has a voice that is 
unique and sounds like the 
writer. Text structure has 
been modeled 
appropriately (stanzas, 
lines, capitalization, etc). 
 

The poem uses FEW vivid 
and specific nouns, verbs, 
and adjectives that evoke 
images and tell a story. The 
poem does not have a 
voice that is unique and 
sounds like the writer. Text 
structure may not have 
been modeled 
appropriately (stanzas, 
lines, capitalization, etc). 

The poem uses LITTLE or 
NO vivid and specific 
nouns, verbs, and 
adjectives that evoke 
images and tell a story. The 
poem does not have a 
voice that is unique and 
sounds like the writer. Text 
structure has not been 
modeled appropriately. 
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